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“I continue to encourage the legislature to trust the people of New Jersey  

and seek their input by allowing our citizens to vote on a question that represents  

a profoundly significant societal change. This is the only path to amend our 

State Constitution and the best way to resolve the issue of same-sex marriage 

in our state. The fact of the matter is, I think people would have been happy 

to have a referendum on civil rights rather than fighting and dying in the streets 

in the South.” – New Jersey Governor Chris Christie, defending his call for a  

state-by-state ballot referendum on same-sex marriage. Governor Christie 

made his remarks on January 26, 2012, after vetoing a same-sex marriage  

bill recently passed by the New Jersey state legislature.

 The quote is pure Republican. Let the voters decide. How wrong can that be?

 The Civil Rights Act was signed into law by Lyndon Johnson on  

July 2, 1964, one hundred and one years after Abraham Lincoln signed 

the Emancipation Proclamation. The Act made it illegal to discriminate 

against African Americans in schools, public areas, and the 

workplace. The most critical part of the Act made it illegal to 

discriminate against African Americans who wanted to register 

to vote. After he signed the Civil Rights Act, President Johnson 

told Bill Moyers, “I think we have just delivered the South to the 

Republican Party for a long time to come.”

 If Lyndon Johnson had chosen not to sign the Civil Rights 

Act, and had recommended that each state hold a ballot 

referendum on civil rights, the right to discriminate against African 

Americans would have been decided by popular vote on a state-

by-state basis. In the South, in 1964, African Americans had the 

right to vote, but were prevented from registering to vote, often 

by force. If ballot referendums had been held, African Americans 

would have been prevented from registering, and the right to 

discriminate against human beings because of their skin color 

would still be the law of the land, at least in the South. 

 The extraordinary thing about Governor Christie’s remarks 

is not that he made them. The extraordinary thing is that no one 

in the Republican Party stood up and said, “Governor, no offense, 

but you’re mistaken. The reason people of all colors took to the 

streets in the South was because they had no choice. Their state 

governments had failed to protect their rights. The only way they 

could abolish Jim Crow in their lifetimes was to risk their lives and 

hope that the federal government took notice of their protests.” 

By holding their tongues, Republicans everywhere gave support 

to Chris Christie, to his remarks, and to the bigotry that beats like 

a drum inside the Republican heart.

 “One of the things I will talk about that no President has 

talked about before is I think the dangers of contraception in this 

country, the whole sexual libertine idea. [sic] Many in the Christian 

faith have said, ‘Well, that’s okay. Contraception’s okay.’ It’s not 

okay because it’s a license to do things in the sexual realm that 

is counter to how things are supposed to be. They’re supposed 

to be within marriage, they are supposed to be for purposes that 

are, yes, conjugal, but also [inaudible], but also procreative. That’s the perfect way 

that a sexual union should happen. We take any part of that out, we diminish the 

act. And if you can take one part out that’s not for purposes of procreation, that’s 

not one of the reasons, then you diminish this very special bond between men 

and women, so why can’t you take other parts of that out? And all of a sudden, 

it becomes deconstructed to the point where it’s simply pleasure.” –Presidential 

candidate Rick Santorum, quoted in the Wall Street Journal, on February 16, 2012.

Again, the extraordinary thing about Rick Santorum’s remarks is not the fact 

that he made them. The extraordinary thing is that no one in the Republican Party 

spoke out against him. The Republicans also chose to remain silent when Santorum 

advocated the arrest and prosecution of doctors who perform legal abortions, and 

when he stated that same-sex marriage undermines the fabric of our society. That’s 

how Republicans operate. That’s how they get reelected. That’s how they get paid. 

They listen. They nod. And they keep their mouths shut. 

   Which brings us to the 2009 Fontanafredda Piemonte Barbera 

“Briccotondo.”

In the glass, the 2009 Briccotondo is a clear, luminous garnet. 

The bouquet is simultaneously careful and raw, but raw in the way 

that great talent is raw. On the palate, the Briccotondo delivers 

more depth than you might expect. It has the same qualities you 

find in a person of authenticity, the type of person who used to be 

characterized as “a natural.” The finish is an extended version of 

the bouquet. The flavor of deliberate savagery comes and goes, 

but in the end it stays with you. 

 The word “bigot” comes from the Old French bigotte,  

“a religious hypocrite.” Bigotte may have evolved from the 

medieval Norman custom of shouting “Victory, by God!” while 

charging into battle. During medieval times, the French and the 

Normans fought many battles, and the French did not take kindly 

to the Normans’ sanctimony. 

 Silence may be golden, but this is not the time for silence.  

This is the time to stand up and speak out. Yes, it’s an election year, 

and, yes, the Republicans are engaged in a rabid form of self-sabotage, 

but their efforts to destroy themselves do not excuse their behavior. 

We are one conservative Supreme Court justice away from the repeal 

of Roe versus Wade. Contraception, abortion, and gay marriage are not 

“women’s” issues. They are issues of human liberty. If you are a man 

or a woman, and you do not take a loud, emphatic stand against the 

Republicans and their bigotry, then you betray 

your family, your friends, your country, and all of 

your descendants, male and female. Holding your 

tongue does not make you a bigot. It just makes 

you a coward. D
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